
In 1991, Wichita was spoken by about a dozen people

in central and south-central Oklahoma, principally

around Anadarko and Gracemont, but also including

Lawton. Together with Pawnee and Arikara, it forms

the North Caddoan branch of the Caddoan family, of

which Caddo is the only other living representative.

Information is also available about one other North

Caddoan language, Kitsai, which is extinct.

In the 1990s there were no dialect variations remain-

ing among the various Wichita speakers, although for-

merly Waco, Tawakoni, and Wichita proper were

recognized as separate dialects. For a survey of early

recorded information about Caddoan languages and a

discussion of the genetic relationships among them, see

Taylor (1963, 1963a).

All fluent speakers in 1994 were older than 60. There

were no living monolinguals. In 1965, speakers who

could use the language tended to do so at every oppor-

tunity; older people gathered for socializing or for busi-

ness preferred to conduct conversations in Wichita if

possible; grandparents who wished to communicate

about grandchildren with the parents of the children

used Wichita as a "code," even though the parent was

usually unable to respond in Wichita. These occasions

never produced exclusively Wichita utterances;

English words and sentences were frequently intermin-

gled (see Rood 1989a for some detailed examples).

580 Consequently, most of the continuous text data in Rood

(1976, 1977) are in the form of stories or conversations

that were dictated or staged expressly for the author.

In 1994 the language was spoken rarely, even by

those who were able to do so.

Most of the data on which this description is based

were collected in the summer of 1965 and throughout

the academic year 1966-1967. Rood (1976) was

based entirely on these data. Rood's main assistant

from 1964 until the early 1980s was Bertha Provost

(fig. 1), but information has also come from George

Bates, May Lamar Davis (fig. 2), Berdina Holder,

Doris Lamar (fig. 2), Elton Lamar, Le^a Lamar,

Vivian McCurdy (fig. 3), Frank Miller, Houston

Miller, Clara Moonlight, Faye Owings, Bertha

Picard, Helen Wheeler Querdibitty, Martha Reeder,

and Lorraine Ross. Most of the texts from which the

examples used below were drawn appear in Rood

(1977).
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